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OUTLOOK  CONFERENCE 
SET  FOR  NOVEMBER  5-8 

Agriculture  in  a  World  Setting  is  the  theme  of  USDA's  56th  annual  Food  and  Agricul- 
tural Outlook  Conference  to  e  held  in  Washington,  D.C.,  November  5-8,  1979. 
Proceedings  will  focus  on  world  agricultural  production  and  trade  prospects,  the  general 
economy,  farm  and  food  policy,  nutrition,  and  the  outlook  for  major  U.S.  commodities. 
One  session  will  be  devoted  to  Fruit  Situation. 

For  a  preliminary  program  or  other  information,  call  (202)  447-3050  (after  September  24). 
or  write: 

Sally  Michael 

Outlook  '80 

Room  3506  South 

U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

Washington,  D.C.  20250 

Note:  Registered  participants  at  last  year's  outlook  conference  will  automatically  receive 
a  preliminary  program  and  other  conference  information. 


2    TFS-212,  SEPTEMBER  1979 


THE  FRUIT  SITUATION 


CONTENTS 


Page 

Summary   3 

General  Price  Outlook    4 

Noncitrus    5 

Apples    5 

Avocados    7 

Cherries    8 

Grapes    8 

Nectarines    9 

Peaches    10 

Pears    10 

Plums  and  Prunes    11 

Strawberries    12 

Citrus    12 

Oranges    12 

Grapefruit   14 

Lemons    14 

Tree  Nuts    15 

Almonds    15 

Walnuts    17 

Per  Capita  Tree  Nut  Consumption    17 

List  of  Tables    26 

•      •  • 

Approved  by 


World  Food  and  Agricultural 
Outlook  and  Situation  Board 
and  Summary  released 
August  30,  1979 

Principal  Contributor: 
Ben  W.  Huang 

(202)  447-7133 

National  Economics  Division 
Economics,  Statistics,  and  Cooperatives  Service 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington,  D.C.  20250 

•      •  • 


The  Fruit  Situation  is  published  in  March,  July, 
September,  and  November.  Subscription  for  single 
issues  is  available  at  no  charge  upon  request  to 
principal  contributor. 


SUMMARY 

Larger  Supply  of  Noncitrus  Fruit  Expected; 
Farm  Prices  May  Average  Lower 

Supplies  of  most  fresh  and  processed  noncitrus 
fruit  for  the  1979/80  marketing  season  are  expected 
to  be  moderately  larger  than  last  season. 
Remaining  supplies  of  fresh  citrus  fruit  will  be 
light  during  late  summer  and  early  fall.  However, 
Florida  citrus  trees  have  been  in  generally  good  to 
excellent  condition  this  summer  with  the  fruit 
developing  well,  so  a  larger  Florida  citrus  crop 
could  materialize  in  1979/80. 

The  larger  noncitrus  supply  and  the  potentially 
larger  citrus  crop  indicate  that  grower  prices  for 
fresh  and  processing  fruit  this  fall  may  average 
slightly  to  moderately  below  year-earlier  levels. 
Nevertheless,  because  of  the  continued  increases  in 
marketing  costs — particularly  transportation — 
retail  prices  for  fresh  fruit  are  expected  to  remain 
slightly  to  moderately  above  year-earlier  levels. 

Supplies  of  fresh  noncitrus  fruit  are  expected  to 
be  above  last  year's  levels  through  late  summer 
and  fall.  A  record  U.S.  apple  crop  is  forecast — 1 
percent  above  last  year's  large  crop.  Grape 
production  will  likely  be  6  percent  larger  than  in 
1978,  and  production  of  both  peaches  and  pears 
will  be  8  percent  larger.  These  larger  crops  plus 
substantial  to  sharp  increases  for  apricots,  sweet 
cherries,  nectarines  and  California  plums  will 
boost  total  noncitrus  production  by  about  5  percent 
over  last  year. 

Because  of  the  seasonal  decline  in  supplies,  ship- 
ping point  prices  for  early  fresh  summer  fruit  have 
strengthened.  In  late  summer  and  fall,  however, 
prices  of  fresh  apples,  pears,  and  grapes  will 
decline  seasonally  to  levels  slightly  to  moderately 
below  a  year  ago.  Peach  prices  in  September  will 
be  lower  than  last  year  because  of  larger  supplies 
from  some  late  harvesting  States. 

The  1979/80  pack  of  canned  fruit  will  be  larger 
than  last  season's  small  output.  However,  because 
of  very  small  stocks,  total  supply  of  canned  fruit 
will  not  increase  appreciably.  Wholesale  prices  will 
remain  firm  because  of  higher  processing  cost  and 
higher  contract  prices  for  some  fruits.  Retail  prices 
for  most  items  will  remain  higher  than  a  year  ago, 
reflecting  high  wholesale  prices,  rising  marketing 
costs  and  good  consumer  demand. 
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Dried  fruit  prospects  point  to  bigger  production 
this  season.  Total  raisin  production  may  be 
considerably  larger  than  last  year's  rain-damaged 
pack,  but  the  prune  pack  may  be  down  moderately. 
Demand  for  raisins  is  expected  to  be  good  for  both 
domestic  and  export  markets. 

At  the  beginning  of  August,  stocks  of  most  fro- 
zen noncitrus  fruit  were  below  a  year  ago.  A  mod- 
erately larger  pack  of  frozen  strawberries  is 
expected,  but  some  decrease  in  the  frozen  cherry 
pack  is  likely. 

Because  of  smaller  supplies,  f.o.b.  prices  for 
fresh  California  Valencia  oranges  have  averaged 
well  above  year-earlier  levels  but  have  been  damp- 
ened somewhat  by  the  larger  supplies  of  summer 
fruit.  They  are  likely  to  remain  near  the  present 


level  until  the  new  season  for  Florida  oranges  gets 
underway. 

Even  with  the  smaller  citrus  production  in  Flor- 
ida, the  total  1978/79  pack  of  most  processed  items 
is  up  because  of  a  higher  juice  yield.  The  total 
supply  of  frozen  concentrated  orange  juice  (FCOJ) 
is  substantially  above  last  season.  For  shipments 
of  FCOJ  from  April  16  through  May  18,  major  cit- 
rus packers  offered  a  promotional  allowance  to 
reduce  prices  because  of  lagging  movement.  Sales 
improved  for  a  short  time,  but  the  current  rate  of 
movement  suggests  that  this  season's  carryover  of 
FCOJ  will  be  substantially  larger  than  last  sea- 
son's. If  a  larger  Florida  orange  crop  materializes 
in  1979/80,  FCOJ  prices  can  be  expected  to  ease 
somewhat. 


RECENT  DEVELOPMENTS  AND  OUTLOOK 

GENERAL  PRICE  OUTLOOK 


Reflecting  the  seasonally  reduced  supply  and 
good  demand,  the  index  of  prices  received  by  grow- 
ers for  fresh  and  processing  fruit  continued  to  push 
higher  in  July.  The  index  advanced  to  273 
(1967  =  100)  from  255  in  June.  Substantially  to 
sharply  higher  prices  for  apples,  grapefruit, 
lemons,  and  strawberries  were  only  partly  offset  by 
lower  prices  for  oranges  and  peaches.  The  index 
was  3  percent  above  last  year  in  July  as 
considerably  higher  citrus  prices  more  than  offset 
lower  prices  for  apples  and  peaches. 

PRICES  RECEIVED  BY  PRODUCERS, 
FRUIT  &  BLL  FORM  PRODUCTS 


X  OF  1967 


JfW  ftps  JUL  OCT  Jan  APR  JUL  OCT  JflN  APR  JUL 

1977  1978  1979 


Noncitrus  fruit  production  in  1979  is  expected  to 
be  moderately  larger  than  in  1978.  A  larger  Florida 
citrus  crop  is  anticipated  for  1979/80  because  citrus 
trees  have  been  in  good  to  excellent  condition. 
Thus,  the  index  of  prices  received  by  growers  for 
fresh  and  processing  fruit  is  expected  to  decline  in 
the  fourth  quarter  as  larger  supplies  of  fruit 
become  available.  The  index  may  even  average 
below  the  fourth  quarter  of  1978. 

Retail  prices  for  all  fresh  fruit  have  averaged 
substantially  above  year-earlier  levels.  With  the 


Table  1  — Index  of  quarterly  prices  received  by  growers 
for  fresh  and  processed  fruit 


Year 

(1967  = 

100) 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

1975   

129 

152 

140 

130 

1976   

126 

126 

130 

135 

1977   

142 

150 

160 

200 

1978   

196 

227 

263 

222 

1979   

223 

238 

Source;  Agricultural  Prices,  CRB,  ESCS. 


seasonal  decline  in  supplies  and  the  continued 
increase  in  cost  of  marketing,  the  index  of 
consumer  prices  for  fresh  fruit  continued  to 
advance  to  278.2  (1967=100)  in  July,  up  4.5  percent 
from  June  and  15.2  percent  above  a  year  ago. 
Fresh  fruit  prices  received  by  growers  are  expected 
to  decline  seasonally  in  the  fall,  although  the 
consumer  price  index  may  remain  higher  than  a 
year  ago  in  view  of  high  marketing  costs 
particularly  transportation.  Reflecting  higher 
prices  for  canned  fruit  and  frozen  concentrated 
orange  juice  (FCOJ),  the  consumer  price  index  of 
processed  fruit  has  advanced  12  percent  from  a 
year  ago. 

Wholesale  prices  of  processed  fruit  have  been 
substantially  to  sharply  above  year-earlier  levels, 
particularly  for  dried  fruit.  The  July  1979  Bureau 
of  Labor  Statistics  (BLS)  wholesale  price  index  for 
canned  fruit  continued  to  advance  to  217 
(1967=100),  up  0.5  percent  from  June  and  12  percent 
higher  than  a  year  earlier.  Even  with  the  larger 
supplies  of  noncitrus  fruit  in  prospect,  wholesale 
prices  are  expected  to  remain  firm  since  higher 


4    TFS-212,  SEPTEMBER  1979 


wages  for  canning  workers  and  higher  contract 
prices  for  some  fruits  have  been  settled.  The  whole- 
sale price  index  for  dried  and  dehydrated  fruit  has 
been  steady  at  512.7  (1967=100)  since  last  February; 
but  nevertheless,  it  is  almost  twice  as  high  as  a 
year  ago,  mainly  because  of  sharply  reduced 
supplies  of  raisins.  Wholesale  prices  of  frozen 
strawberries  and  FCOJ  have  been  steady  this  year 
at  levels  moderately  above  last  year. 

Table  2— Quarterly  consumer  price  indexes  for  fresh  fruit 


FRESH  FRUIT:   BLS  CONSUMER  PRICE  INDEX 


(1967=100) 

Year 

1st 

2nci 

3rd 

4th 

1975     .  .  . 

150 

171 

1  77 

147 

1976     .  .  . 

146 

161 

170 

166 

1977     .  .  . 

172 

190 

193 

185 

1978'    .  .  . 

196 

223 

1978^   .'.  . 

194 

222 

247 

221 

1979     .  .  . 

218 

251 

'  From  1975-June  1978,  these  indexes  were  entitled  Urban 
Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers,  BLS  discontinued  these 
indexes  as  of  June  1978.  ^Starting  with  Jan.  1978  new  index 
entitled  All  Urban  Consumers,  replaces  previous  index. 

Source:  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics. 
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J°"{iSC0;tIHUe5  this    1»BE«.     STOBTIHC  JO.UOBV   1978.   THE  HE.  IHBEX 
EMTITLED  BLL  UBBBH  COMSUHERS  BEPLBCED  PBEViOUS  IHOEX. 


FROZEN  FRUIT  fiND  JUICES:   BLS  WHOLESALE  PRICE  INDEX 

X  OF  I9fi7 


NONCITRUS 


The  August  forecast  for  this  year's  noncitrus 
production  is  12.2  million  tons,  up  about  5  percent 
from  last  year  and  9  percent  larger  than  in  1977. 
Production  is  expected  to  be  larger  for  all  noncitrus 
fruit  except  tart  cherries.  The  larger  production  has 
resulted  in  lower  f.o.b.  prices  for  most  fresh  non- 
citrus fruit.  Processing  demand  is  expected  to  be 
strong  as  a  larger  pack  of  canned  noncitrus  items 
is  needed  to  replenish  stocks.  However,  the 
increased  processing  and  marketing  costs  may 
keep  consumer  prices  relatively  firm  throughout 
the  season. 


Table  3— U.S.  noncitrus  fruit:  Total  production, 
1977,  1978,  and  indicated  1979 


Table  4— Frozen  fruit  cold  storage  holdings 


Crop 


Apples  

Apricots  

Cherries,  sweet  .  . 
Cherries,  tart    .  .  . 

Grapes  

Nectarines  

Peaches   

Pears   

Prunes  and  plums  . 

Total  


1977 


1978 


1979 


1.000  tons 


3,336 

3,817 

3,848 

147 

126 

145 

148 

155 

177 

105 

91 

84 

4,298 

4,567 

4,832 

155 

148 

185 

1,492 

1,351 

1,462 

787 

727 

785 

727 

643 

649 

11,195 

11,625 

12,166 

Commodity 


Apples  , 

Apricots  

Cherries  

Grapes  

Peaches  

Blackberries   

Blueberries  

Boysenberries     .  .  .  .  , 

Raspberries  

Strawberries   

Other  fruits  and  berries 

Total     .  .  .  ...... 


July  31 


1977 


1978 


1979 


71,357 
17,182 
90,941 
4,350 
22,848 

8,968 
15,559 

4,566 
25,676 
231,683 
92,203 


1,000  pounds 

65,470 
12,623 
85.944 
4,913 
38,655 

7,229 
15.488 
3,71  3 
26,405 
192,132 
78,376 


57,231 
14,457 
73,816 
4,813 
17,255 

5,643 
18,912 
3,105 
20,277 
193,492 
68,162 


585,333     530,948  477,163 


Source:  Crop  Production,  CRB,  ESCS. 


Source:  Cold  storage  report,  ESCS. 

Apples 

Record  Crop  Expected 

The  August  1  forecast  of  the  1979  commerical 
apple  crop,  at  a  record  7.7  billion  pounds  (3.49 
million  metric  tons),  is  1  percent  above  the  1978 
crop.  Among  major  apple  States,  increased 
production  is  expected  in  California,  North 
Carolina,  Pennsylvania,  and  Washington;  smaller 


TFS-212,  SEPTEMBER  1979  5 


production  is  expected  for  Michigan,  New  York, 
Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  Washington,  the  lead- 
ing apple  State,  is  expected  to  harvest  a  record 
crop  of  2.3  billion  pounds,  up  6  percent  from  last 
year.  The  following  table  shows  apple  production, 
by  region,  for  the  last  3  years. 

Table  5— Apples:  Regional  production,  1977, 
1978,  and  Indicated  1979 


Area 

1977' 

1978' 

Indicated 
1979 

Billion  pounds 

Easf  .  

2.72 

3.19 

3.21 

Central 

States  .... 

1.01 

1.40 

1.24 

West   

2.94 

3.04 

3.25 

Total  U.S.  . 

6.67 

7.63 

7.70 

Includes  unharvested  production  and  excess  callage  (million 
pounds):  United  States  1977-29.6;  1978-52.2. 

Source:  Crop  Production,  CRB,  ESCS. 

By  variety.  Red  Delicious  at  2.8  billion  pounds  is 
still  the  leader  with  record  production  up  5  percent 
from  1978  and  represents  over  one-third  of  this 
year's  apple  crop.  The  Golden  Delicious  estimate  of 
1.3  billion  pounds  is  up  only  slightly,  and  its  share 
of  the  apple  crop  at  16.3  percent  remains 
unchanged  from  last  year.  Increases  in  production 
for  other  leading  varieties  are:  Jonathan,  10 
percent  and  Stayman,  15  percent.  Decreases  in 
production  are  forecast  for  Mcintosh,  12  percent, 
Rome  Beauty,  9  percent,  and  York  Imperial,  3 
percent. 


Utilization  of  the  1 978  Crop 

Because  of  larger  production,  the  1978  apple 
crop  used  for  fresh  totaled  4.2  billion  pounds,  an 
increase  of  12  percent  from  1977.  The  total  quan- 
tity processed  in  1978  amounted  to  3.3  billion 
pounds,  up  17  percent  from  1977.  Because  of  good 
demand,  the  total  quantity  of  apples  used  for 
making  juice  and  cider  continues  its  long-term 
uptrend,  increasing  almost  17  percent.  Apples  used 
for  canning  registered  an  increase  of  14  percent 
from  a  year  earlier.  Utilization  of  apples  for  both 
frozen  and  dried  was  also  up— 29  and  8  percent, 
respectively,  from  1977 — with  each  use  taking 
approximately  3  percent  of  the  apple  crop.  The 
remaining  processing  uses  include  vinegar,  wine, 
jam,  and  fresh  slices  for  pie  filling. 

Smaller  Exports  and  Imports 

Fresh  apple  exports  in  1978/79  (July-June) 
totaled  143,275  metric  tons,  a  decrease  of  4  percent 
from  the  previous  season.  Exports  to  most  Euro- 
pean countries  were  sharply  reduced  as  their  1978 
crops  returned  to  normal  levels.  Canadian 
purchases  of  U.S.  apples  remained  relatively 
unchanged  despite  the  decline  in  the  value  of  the 
Canadian  dollar.  Exports  of  apples  to  other  parts 
of  the  world,  particularly  the  Far  East  and  Middle 
East,  showed  substantial  to  sharp  increases. 
Exports  during  the  1979/80  season  look  favorable 
because  the  apple  crops  in  several  European  coun- 
tries and  Canada  are  expected  to  be  smaller.  In 
addition,  exports  to  the  Far  East  and  Middle  East 
still  look  very  encouraging. 


U.S.  Apple  Production, 
Utilization  and  Prices 


Mil.  tons" 


"Cents  per  lb. 


1965       '67        '69        '71        '73        '75       '77  '79 

'-'utilized  production.        ^Growers  season  average  price.         '^indicated  total  production. 
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Affected  by  large  supplies  of  domestic  fresh 
apples,  U.S.  imports  of  fresh  apples  during  Jan- 
uary-June 1979  totaled  39,925  metric  tons,  9 
percent  below  last  year.  Substantially  to  sharply 
smaller  imports  were  indicated  from  Australia, 
Canada,  New  Zealand,  and  South  Africa,  but  were 
partially  offset  by  a  sharp  increase  in  purchases 
from  Chile.  Canada,  our  principal  supplier, 
accounted  for  half  of  the  total  imports  during  this 
period,  compared  with  55  percent  a  year  ago. 

Market  Outlook 

Season  average  prices  received  by  apple  growers 
for  the  1978  crop  were  slightly  lower  than  for  the 
preceding  year.  The  estimated  U.S.  grower  prices 
for  all  sales  averaged  10.3  cents  a  pound,  compared 
with  10.5  cents  for  the  1977  crop.  Grower  prices  for 
processing  apples  in  1978  averaged  $117  a  ton, 
compared  with  $122  in  1977.  However,  growers 
received  an  average  of  13.8  cents  a  pound  for  fresh 
apples,  the  same  as  in  1977. 

Grower  prices  for  fresh  apples  have  been  below 
year-earlier  levels  since  March.  The  July  price — at 
14.9  cents  a  pound — was  35  percent  below  a  year 
ago.  The  sharply  lower  price  was  the  result  of  the 
sharply  larger  supplies  of  apples  from  cold  storage 
holdings.  The  prices  which  apple  growers  will 
receive  during  the  1979/80  season  are  influenced 
by  many  factors.  Processor  carryover  of  canned 
juice  is  likely  to  be  the  largest  in  recent  seasons, 
while  current  stocks  of  canned  and  frozen  apple 
items  are  moderately  below  a  year  ago.  The 
smaller  crops  in  the  Eastern  and  Central  States 
plus  the  expected  good  demand  from  the  major 
processors  there  are  likely  to  keep  apple  prices 
relatively  firm.  However,  if  larger  citrus  supplies 


from  Florida  should  develop  as  currently  expected 
for  1979/80,  the  increased  competition  could  exert 
some  downward  pressure  on  apple  prices.  Opening 
prices  in  California  are  $7.00  per  cwt.  for  juice 
apples,  moderately  higher  than  a  year  ago. 

The  fresh  apple  market  will  be  dominated  by 
another  large  apple  crop  in  the  Pacific  Northwest. 
A  record  apple  crop  from  Washington  is  likely  to 
cause  apple  prices  later  in  the  season  to  be  mod- 
erately below  last  season.  However,  good  demand 
for  fresh  apples  in  export  markets  could  somewhat 
dampen  the  downward  pressure  on  prices. 

Avocados 
Record  Avocado  Crop 

Because  of  larger  crops  from  both  California 
and  Florida,  avocado  production  during  the 
1978/79  season  was  152,100  tons  (137,980  metric 
tons),  up  29  percent  over  1977/78.  The  California 
crop — at  129,000  tons — was  21  percent  above  a  year 
ago  and  accounted  for  85  percent  of  the  total  U.S. 
crop.  Florida  produced  23,100  tons,  more  than 
double  the  previous  crop,  which  was  reduced  by  the 
severe  freeze  in  January  1977. 

All  avocados  from  California  are  used  fresh, 
while  a  very  small  proportion  of  Florida  avocados 
are  used  for  processing.  The  strong  growth  pattern 
in  California  is  the  result  of  increased  plantings  of 
avocado  trees  and  the  effective  industry  promotion 
program.  In  1978/79,  California  had  39,802  bearing 
acres  compared  with  only  19,040  acres  in  1971/72. 
As  a  result  of  a  larger  crop,  the  season  average 
grower  price  for  California  avocados  in  1978/79 
was  $504  a  ton,  down  almost  one-third  from  the 
previous  season.  Consequently,  the  total  value  of 


Table  6— Avocados:  Acreage,  production,  yield  per  acre:  1973/74-1978/79  seasons 


Season' 

Acreage 

Production 

Yield  per 
bearing  acre 

Bearing 

Non-bearing 

Total 

1.000  acres 

1,000  tons 

Tons 

California: 

1973/74   

20.7 

6.3 

27.0 

53.4 

2.58 

1974/75   

23.8 

10.9 

34.7 

105.5 

4.43 

1975/76   

25.7 

13.9 

39.6 

58.4 

2.27 

1976/77   

29.0 

14.7 

43.7 

120.0 

4.13 

1977/78  

34.4 

13.5 

47.9 

107.0 

3.11 

1978/79^  .'  

39.8 

11.3 

51.1 

129.0 

3.24 

Florida: 

1973/74   

5.8 

1.0 

6.8 

20.3 

3.50 

1974/75   

6.2 

.9 

7.1 

21.9 

3.53 

1975/76   

6.4 

15.0 

21.4 

29.0 

4.53 

1976/77   

6.9 

14.0 

20.9 

21.1 

3.06 

1977/78   

7.3 

14.0 

21.3 

10.7 

1.47 

1978/79^  .'  

7.7 

1.8 

9.5 

23.1 

3.00 

'  Season  for  California  November  1  -  October  31 ;  for  Florida  late  June  -  February.  '  Preliminary. 


Source:  Cal ifornia  and  Florida  Crop  and  Livestock  Reporting  Service. 
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California  avocados  amounted  to  $65  million,  down 
18  percent. 

Avocado  production  in  Florida  is  also  expected 
to  continue  to  increase.  Bearing  acreage  is 
increasing  at  an  annual  rate  of  5  to  7  percent.  In 
response  to  sharply  larger  production,  the  season 
average  grower  price  for  Florida  avocados  in 
1978/79  declined  to  $401  a  ton  from  $690  in 
1977/78.  However,  the  total  value  increased  one- 
fourth  from  the  previous  season. 

Cherries 

Record  Sweet  Cherry  Production 

The  U.S.  sweet  cherry  crop  is  expected  to  total 
176,750  tons  (160,340  metric  tons),  14  percent  more 
than  last  year's  production  and  one-fifth  above 
1977.  The  three  Pacific  Coast  States  are  expected  to 
harvest  132,000  tons,  compared  with  108,700  tons 
last  season.  The  increase  is  primarily  attributed  to 
the  sharply  larger  California  crop,  more  than  two 
and  half  times  as  large  as  last  year's  small  crop. 
In  contrast,  total  production  in  the  three  Great 
Lake  States — at  34,550  tons — was  down  12  percent 
from  last  year  due  entirely  to  the  sharply  smaller 
Michigan  crop. 

Harvesting  of  sweet  cherries  was  largely  com- 
pleted by  early  August.  The  fresh  market  was 
fairly  strong  throughout  the  season.  Total  unload 
of  fresh  sweet  cherries  through  August  17  has  been 
up  almost  one-third  from  last  year.  Larger  fresh 
shipments  are  partly  attributed  to  our  increased 
exports  to  Japan.  F.o.b.  prices  were  generally 
below  year-earlier  levels;  the  last  f.o.b.  price 
reported  for  fresh  Washington  Bing  cherries,  as  of 
July  14,  was  $11.25  per  18  pound  lug,  compared 
with  $11.30  last  year. 

With  the  sharply  larger  crop  from  the  Pacific 
Coast  States,  total  brined  pack  is  likely  to  be  larger 
than  1978  even  with  a  smaller  crop  from  Michigan. 
However,  the  canned  sweet  cherry  pack  is  not 
likely  to  increase  appreciably  because  of  larger 
fresh  shipment.  Thus,  combined  with  smaller 
carryover,  the  total  supply  of  canned  cherries  is 
not  likely  to  be  much  more  than  last  year's  small 
supply.  Consequently,  prices  are  expected  to 
remain  firm. 

Moderately  Smaller  Supplies 
Of  Tart  Cherries 

The  production  of  tart  cherries  was  placed  at 
83,500  tons  (75,840  metric  tons),  8  percent  below 
1978  and  21  percent  less  than  in  1977.  Total 
production  from  the  Great  Lake  States,  which 
accounted  for  88  percent  of  the  total  U.S.  crop,  was 
73,500  tons,  down  11  percent  from  a  year  ago.  In 
Michigan,  the  leading  State,  production  was  esti- 
mated at  47,500  ons,  down  one-fourth  from  the 


1978  crop.  However,  total  production  in  the  West- 
ern States  (Colorado,  Oregon,  and  Utah)  was  fore- 
cast at  10,100  tons,  up  almost  one-fourth  from  last 
year. 

Through  August  11,  deliveries  of  tart  cherries  to 
processors— at  68,400  tons— were  running  9  percent 
behind  last  year's  pace.  In  Michigan,  which  is 
expected  to  produce  57  percent  of  the  U.S.  crop  this 
year,  processors  paid  50  cents  a  pound  for  graded 
cherries  in  good  condition,  compared  with  45  cents 
a  year  ago.  Because  of  the  smaller  crop,  total  tart 
cherries  used  for  processing  are  expected  to  be  well 
below  last  year's  levels.  Thus,  even  with  the 
sharply  larger  carryover,  the  total  supply  of 
canned  tart  cherries  is  still  expected  to  be  below 
last  year's  levels.  The  cold  storage  holdings  of  fro- 
zen tart  cherries  at  the  beginning  of  August  were 
14  percent  below  a  year  ago.  Smaller  supplies 
combined  with  higher  prices  of  raw  material  will 
keep  prices  of  processed  cherries  strong.  The  July 
BLS  wholesale  price  of  canned  tart  cherries  was 
$11.90  (12-303's),  compared  with  $8.92  a  year  ago. 

Grapes 

Record  Crop 

The  August  1  forecast  of  this  year's  grape 
production  is  for  a  record  4.83  million  tons  (4.38 
million  metric  tons),  6  percent  more  than  last  year 
and  12  percent  larger  than  in  1977.  The  California 
crop — at  4.38  million  tons — is  down  slightly  from 
the  July  1  forecast,  but  still  9  percent  above  last 
year's  crop.  California  grape  production  accounts 
for  90.6  percent  of  the  U.S.  total  this  year,  up  from 
its  87.9  percent  share  in  1978.  Raisin  grape  variet- 
ies, produced  solely  in  California  and  accounting 
for  slightly  more  than  half  of  the  State's  grape 
crop,  are  expected  to  be  15  percent  above  the  1978 
crop.  Sugar  content  is  above  average.  Wine  variety 
production  is  estimated  at  a  record  1.8  million  tons, 
up  6  percent  from  last  year;  however,  table  variety 
production  is  estimated  at  380,000  tons,  down  3 
percent. 

Total  grape  production  in  other  States  is  esti- 
mated at  451,800  tons,  down  18  percent  from  1978, 
mainly  because  of  a  sharp  decrease  in  Wash- 
ington's production.  Washington's  crop  is  forecast 
at  101,000  tons,  down  46  percent  from  last  year's 
record.  Vineyards  suffered  extensive  winter  dam- 
age, and  hot  July  weather  has  further  reduced 
prospects.  Forecasts  for  the  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Michigan  crops  are  also  down  from  last 
year.  New  York's  production— at  180,000  tons — is 
expected  to  be  down  4  percent  from  last  year's 
large  crop.  Decreases  of  8  and  6  percent, 
respectively,  are  estimated  for  Michigan  and  Penn- 
sylvania. The  majority  of  these  grapes  are  Con- 
cords, which  are  mainly  crushed  for  canned  juice 
and  frozen  concentrate. 
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U.S.  Grape  Production 

Mil.  tons 


"^Total  production.        '^1979  indicated  production. 


USDA 


Neg  ESCS  8895-79  (8) 


Market  Outlook 

Shipments  of  table  grapes  were  running  slightly 
above  last  year's  pace  through  mid-August.  F.o.b. 
prices  for  fresh  grapes  have  declined  to  levels 
slightly  below  last  year  with  increasing  volume.  In 
mid-August,  f.o.b.  prices  for  Thompson  Seedless  in 
Kern  District,  California,  were  reported  at  $8.30  per 
23-pound  lug,  compared  with  $8.60  last  year. 
Supplies  of  grapes  for  fresh  market  are  expected  to 
be  larger  this  season.  Because  of  the  record  wine 
variety  crop  and  larger  stocks  of  wine,  the  market 
for  multipurpose  varieties,  particularly  Thompson 
Seedless,  is  expected  to  decline.  Thus,  larger  avail- 
able supplies  may  cause  fresh  grape  prices  to  aver- 
age slightly  to  moderately  below  a  year  ago. 

Because  of  smaller  grape  supplies  in  the  Great 
Lake  States,  decreased  crushing  for  juice  is  proba- 
ble. In  contrast,  larger  wine  grape  crop  and 
increasing  consumption  of  wine  will  lead  to  a 
larger  crush  in  California  even  with  larger 
inventories.  Prices  to  California  growers  for  white 
varieties  and  high-demand  varieties  are  expected  to 
remain  high,  and  wine  variety  grape  prices  will 
stay  relatively  firm.  Wine  prices  have  been  sub- 
stantially above  a  year  ago  and  in  early  August, 
regular  and  pale  dry  sherry  was  mostly  $1.75  a  gal- 
lon, compared  with  $1.40-$1.50  a  year  ago,  despite 
larger  inventories.  According  to  the  Wine  Institute, 
inventories  of  wine  in  bonded  wineries  on  April  30 
totaled  404  million  gallons  in  California,  up  almost 
7  percent  from  last  year.  If  the  good  demand 
continues,  California  wine  prices  are  not  likely  to 
decline. 


Carryin  stocks  of  raisins  at  the  beginning  of  the 
1979/80  season  will  be  the  lowest  in  several  years. 
The  average  BLS  wholesale  price  in  July  was 
$34.91  per  case  of  24  15-ounce  packages — more 
than  twice  as  high  as  last  year.  Since  a  substan- 
tially larger  raisin  variety  grape  crop  is  expected 
and  since  wineries  are  not  likely  to  bid  actively  for 
raisin  grapes,  a  larger  raisin  pack  is  likely  in 
1979/80,  which  will  put  some  downward  pressure 
on  prices.  However,  foreign  demand  for  raisins  is 
encouraging  and  may  dampen  some  downward 
price  pressure.  The  major  foreign  raisin-producing 
countries  are  generally  experiencing  smaller  raisin 
supplies  for  the  coming  season. 

Nectarines 

Record  Crop 

The  1979  California  nectarine  production  is  fore- 
cast at  a  record  185,000  tons  (167,830  metric  tons), 
up  one-fourth  from  1978.  The  fresh  market  is  the 
principal  outlet  for  nectarines.  Shipments  through 
August  18  were  running  well  above  last  year's 
pace.  With  a  sharply  larger  crop,  the  season  may 
extend  later  this  year. 

Because  of  a  larger  crop,  f.o.b.  prices  for  nec- 
tarines have  been  sharply  below  year-earlier  levels, 
but  with  the  seasonal  decline  in  supplies,  nectarine 
prices  have  strengthened.  On  August  18,  the  ship- 
ping point  price  of  nectarines  (size  56-88,  U.S. 
No.  1,  various  varieties)  was  reported  at  $5.20  per 
2-layer  lug  in  central  and  southern  San  Joaquin 
Valley,  California,  compared  with  $5.75  a  year  ago. 
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Prices  are  expected  to  strengthen  further  late  in  the 
season,  but  the  season  average  price  for  nectarines 
will  be  below  a  year  ago. 

Peaches 

Moderately  Larger  Production 

Peach  production  is  forecast  at  2.92  billion 
pounds  (1.33  million  metric  tons),  8  percent  above 
1978.  Excluding  California  clingstone  peaches, 
total  production  is  expected  to  total  1.62  billion 
pounds,  one  tenth  larger  than  the  1978  total.  The 
August  1  forecast  for  California's  clingstone  peach 
crop  is  set  at  1.3  billion  pounds,  6  percent  larger 
than  last  year's  small  crop. 

In  the  nine  Southern  States,  where  crops  are 
nearly  all  harvested,  tonnage  was  estimated  9 
percent  above  last  year.  The  California  fresh  peach 
crop  is  forecast  at  480  million  pounds,  one-fifth 
greater  than  1978.  Prospects  for  output  in  several 
of  the  larger  late  peach-growing  States  are  mixed. 
New  Jersey,  the  fourth-ranking  peach  State,  has  a 
sharply  larger  crop,  while  Michigan  is  expected  to 
have  a  sharply  smaller  crop.  A  moderately  larger 
peach  crop  is  forecast  for  Pennsylvania,  while  a 
slightly  smaller  crop  is  expected  from  Washington. 

Average  Price  Below  Year-Earlier 
Levels  Expected 

Because  of  the  larger  crop,  shipments  of  fresh 
peaches  to  market  are  running  considerably  ahead 
of  last  year's  pace.  Prices  for  fresh  market  peaches 
at  shipping  points  had  been  moderately  to  sharply 
below  comparable  prices  a  year  ago,  but  they 
recently  have  strengthened  because  of  the  seasonal 
decline  in  supplies.  On  August  18,  f.o.b.  prices  for 
fresh  yellow  flesh  peaches,  U.S.  No.  1,  in  central 
and  southern  San  Joaquin  Valley,  California,  were 
quoted  at  $4.50  per  2-layer  lug,  slightly  below  a 
year  ago.  Prices  are  likely  to  strengthen  further 
late  in  the  season.  However,  the  season  average 
price  is  still  expected  to  be  below  the  year-earlier 
level. 

Smaller  Supplies  of  Canned 
Peaches  Expected 

Canner's  stocks  of  clingstone  peaches  at  the 
beginning  of  the  new  pack  year  were  sharply  below 
a  year  ago — 3.3  million  cases  (24-2y2's),  compared 
with  6.1  million  last  year.  This  was  the  smallest 
carryover  in  the  last  several  years.  Thus,  even  with 
a  larger  pack  in  the  prospect,  the  total  supply  of 
canned  clingstone  is  expected  to  be  smaller  than 
last  year.  The  canners  agreed  to  pay  members  of 
the  California  Canning  Peach  Association  on  the 
scale  of  No.  1  tonnage  processed.  Based  on  the  crop 
estimates,  price  paid  will  be  likely  to  average  $150 
to  $155  a  ton,  compared  with  an  average  $115  in 


1978.  California's  freestone  peach  processors  have 
accepted  the  price  offer  of  $135  a  ton  for  Fay 
Elberta  peaches  produced  by  members  of  Cali- 
fornia Freestone  Peach  Association,  $22  above  last 
year. 

As  a  result  of  smaller  supply  and  larger 
movement,  the  carryover  of  canned  freestone 
peaches  was  252,575  cases  (24-2V2's),  the  smallest  in 
recent  years  and  down  60  percent  from  a  year  ago. 
Most  of  the  1979  pack  will  be  coming  from  the  Cal- 
ifornia crop,  which  is  sharply  larger  than  a  year 
ago.  With  larger  supplies  of  peaches  for  fresh 
market  from  other  producing  areas  in  prospect  this 
season,  the  market  for  fresh  use  of  California  free- 
stone peaches  probably  will  decline.  Consequently, 
the  pack  of  canned  freestone  peaches  is  likely  to 
exceed  the  small  pack  of  1.5  million  cases  (24-2 V2's) 
in  1978. 

The  BLS  wholesale  price  for  canned  peaches 
increased  to  $6.62  a  case  (12-2y2's)  in  July,  up  from 
$5.88  a  year  ago.  The  smaller  supply  combined 
with  higher  processing  costs— including  higher 
wages  for  canning  workers  and  higher  prices  for 
raw  materials — will  keep  prices  of  canned  peaches 
higher  than  a  year  ago. 

Canned  Peach  Exports  Down 

Exports  of  canned  peaches  during  the  1978/79 
season  totaled  65,160  metric  tons,  down  one-tenth 
from  the  previous  season  because  of  higher  prices. 
Sharply  reduced  exports  to  Europe  were  chiefly 
responsible.  Germany,  our  principal  market, 
bought  60  percent  less  than  a  year  ago.  Shipments 
to  Canada  were  also  down  moderately.  In  contrast, 
Japan  which  has  became  our  third  largest 
customer,  purchased  one-fourth  more  than  last 
season. 

Pears 

Crop  Up  Moderately 

On  August  1,  the  total  1979  pear  crop  was  fore- 
cast at  785,100  tons  (712,230  metric  tons),  up  8 
percent  from  last  year,  but  slightly  below  1977. 
Bartlett  tonnage  in  the  three  Pacific  Coast  States 
is  forecast  at  539,000  tons  (488,970  metric  tons),  15 
percent  more  than  last  year;  all  three  States  expect 
larger  crops,  most  of  which  will  be  used  for  can- 
ning. Production  of  pears  other  than  Bartletts  in 
this  region  is  forecast  at  200,000  tons  (181,000 
metric  tons),  8  percent  below  last  year's  total,  but  3 
percent  more  than  1977.  Smaller  production  of 
these  pears  in  Washington  more  than  offset  larger 
production  in  California  and  Oregon.  Oregon  and 
Washington  are  the  principal  suppliers  of  these 
pears  for  fresh  market  in  winter  and  spring.  Out- 
put from  other  Western  States  (Colorado  and  Utah) 
is  expected  to  be  sharply  larger  than  last  year's 
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unusually  small  crops.  Most  of  the  remaining  U.S. 
pear  crop  is  centered  in  Michigan  and  New  York, 
where  production  is  down  8  and  4  percent, 
respectively,  from  1978. 

Early  Season  Prices  Below 
Year-Earlier  Levels 

California's  harvest  of  Bartlett  pears  got  under- 
way later  than  last  season;  consequently,  ship- 
ments from  that  State  through  August  18  were 
running  moderately  behind  last  year's  pace.  Open- 
ing f.o.b.  prices  were  $12.50  per  standard  box  Sac- 
ramento Valley,  slightly  below  last  year's  level.  As 
volume  increased,  prices  declined  appreciably  to 
levels  substantially  below  a  year  ago.  Thus,  with 
the  considerably  larger  crop,  the  season  price  for 
fresh  Bartletts  is  expected  to  average  moderately 
below  a  year  ago.  However,  the  expected  substan- 
tial drop  in  winter  pear  production  in  the  North- 
west may  firm  prices  late  in  the  season.  In  August, 
California  growers  and  canners  have  agreed  on  a 
field  price  of  $172.50  a  ton  for  No.  1  grade  Bar- 
tletts, compared  with  $182.50  last  year. 


U.S.  Pears: 

Changes  in  Production  and  Prices 

%  change  from  previous  year 
75 


50 
25 
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1970         '72  7  4  76  78     "     '80  '82 

^Season  average  prices         *^utilized  produclion         ^1979  indicated  production. 


USDA 
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Although  stocks  of  canned  pears  on  June  1  were 
the  smallest  in  the  last  5  years,  they  were  only 
slightly  smaller  than  last  year's  stocks.  With  a  15- 
percent  increase  in  Bartlett  production,  total  pack 
is  expected  to  be  considerably  larger. 
Consequently,  the  total  supply  of  canned  pears  will 
be  larger  than  last  season's  11.7  million  cases  (24- 
2V2's).  The  BLS  wholesale  price  of  canned  pears 
has  been  substantially  higher  than  a  year  earlier, 
and  the  July  price  averaged  12  percent  higher.  In 
view  of  the  larger  supply,  prices  of  canned  pears 
may  weaken  somewhat  in  order  to  stimulate 
movement.  Shipments  were  12  percent  smaller  dur- 
ing the  1978/79  season  than  the  previous  season. 


Export  Prospects  Bright 

Exports  of  canned  pears  during  the  June  1978- 
May  1979  period  amounted  to  2,640  metric  tons, 
two-fifths  below  the  corresponding  period  a  year 
earlier.  Markets  were  generally  weak  throughout 
the  world,  and  exports  to  Canada  and  Western 
Europe  declined  more  than  50  percent.  This  year, 
crop  prospects  generally  are  adversely  affected  by 
weather  in  some  parts  of  Europe,  so  our  exports  to 
Europe  should  be  enhanced. 

In  contrast,  during  the  July  1978-June  1979 
period  the  United  States  exported  37,392  metric 
tons  of  fresh  pears,  up  3  percent  from  the  same 
period  a  year  earlier.  Larger  exports  to  Canada— 
our  principal  customer— more  than  offset  smaller 
exports  to  Western  Europe  and  Latin  America. 

Plums  and  Prunes 

California's  plum  crop  is  forecast  at  180,000  tons 
(163,290  metric  tons),  17  percent  larger  than  last 
year.  Because  of  the  larger  crop  shipments  were 
running  moderately  above  last  year's  pace.  Open- 
ing prices  for  California  plums  at  the  shipping 
points  were  well  below  a  year  ago.  On  August  11, 
f.o.b.  price  for  Casselman  plums  in  central  San 
Joaquin  Valley,  California,  was  reported  at  $6.10 
per  28-lb.  carton,  compared  with  $6.95  a  year  ago. 

Production  of  prunes  and  plums  in  Idaho, 
Michigan,  Oregon,  and  Washington  is  forecast  at 
68,500  tons  (62,140  metric  tons),  down  2  percent 
from  last  year,  but  12  percent  above  the  1977  crop. 
Prospects  in  Idaho,  Michigan,  and  Washington  are 
below  last  year,  but  Oregon's  crop  is  expected  to 
return  to  about  the  normal  level,  over  50  percent 
above  last  year's  weather-  and  disease-damaged 
crop.  Opening  f.o.b.  prices  for  fresh  prunes  in  Yak- 
ima Valley,  Washington,  were  sharply  below  a 
year  ago.  On  August  18,  f.o.b.  prices  for  Italian 
type  prunes  (No.  1  grade,  VA  inch  minimum),  were 
quoted  at  $5.00  per  30-pound  carton,  compared  with 
$5.95  a  year  ago.  Prices  are  expected  to  decline  as 
the  volume  increases  seasonally. 

California  dried  prune  production  is  forecast  at 
125,000  tons  (113,400  metric  tons),  5  percent  below 
last  year.  Because  of  sharply  higher  prices, 
movement  has  been  well  behind  last  season's  pace. 
Prune  shipments  for  the  1978/79  season  were  down 
15  percent  from  a  year  earlier  for  both  domestic 
and  export  markets.  Exports  declined  largely 
because  France  had  a  normal  crop  and  thus 
reduced  its  purchase  by  83  percent.  However, 
exports  to  Japan  have  shown  a  very  healthy 
increase  of  more  than  triple.  Even  with  a  sharply 
larger  carryover  in  prospect,  the  total  supply  of 
dried  prunes  for  the  1979/80  season  is  likely  to  be 
near  the  previous  season's  level.  The  Prune 
Administrative  Committee  has  recommended  that 
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none  of  the  1979  marketable  prune  crop  in  Cali- 
fornia be  set  aside  as  reserve. 

Wholesale  prices  of  dried  prunes  have  been 
steady  at  $17.28  a  case  (24-1-lb)  since  last  Febru- 
ary, up  44  percent  from  a  year  earlier.  Since  the 
total  supply  of  dried  prunes  is  expected  to  be  near 
last  year's  level,  prices  are  likely  to  remain  firm. 

Strawberries 
Crop  Down  From  a  Year  Ago 

This  season's  strawberry  crop  in  major 
producing  areas  is  estimated  at  536.7  million 
pounds,  down  8  percent  from  last  year.  Fresh 
imports  from  Mexico  during  the  first  6  months  of 
1979  totaled  10,741  metric  tons,  down  13  percent 
from  the  same  period  last  year.  As  a  result  of 
smaller  supplies,  month-to-month  comparisons 
show  that  grower  prices  for  fresh  strawberries 
have  averaged  substantially  higher  this  year, 
except  in  January.  The  July  price  averaged  44.1 
cents  a  pound,  compared  with  35.9  cents  a  year 
ago.  In  California,  grower  prices  for  processing 
strawberries  stood  at  29  to  31  cents  a  pound 
(stemmed  and  delivered  to  the  processing  plant), 
compared  with  20  to  21  cents  a  year  ago. 

Fresh  market  shipments  are  virtually  finished 
for  the  season  in  all  States  except  California. 
Through  August  18,  total  fresh  strawberry  ship- 
ments from  California  were  well  below  year-earlier 


levels.  Deliveries  of  strawberries  to  California 
freezers  have  declined  seasonally,  and  by  early 
August  shipments  to  freezers  were  moderately 
larger  than  a  year  ago.  Processing  is  through  for 
the  season  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  with  the  total 
pack  well  above  last  season.  Nevertheless,  total 
cold  storage  holdings  of  frozen  strawberries  at  the 
beginning  of  August  were  only  slightly  above  a 
year  ago.  The  following  table  compares  the  volume 
of  strawberries  delivered  to  processors  in  major 
freezing  States  during  this  season  through 
August  11  with  a  year  ago. 

Table  7— Strawberry  deliveries  for  freezing  to  August  1 1 


State 


California  . 
IVliciiigan  . 
Oregon  .  . 
Washington 


Total  4  States 


1978 


1979 


Million  pounds 


108.1 
7.0 
30.7 
12.1 

157.9 


113.2 
5.6 
37.9 
12.6 

169.3 


Source:  America  Institute  Food  Distribution. 

The  wholesale  price  of  frozen  strawberries  had 
been  steady  at  $5.27  (12-10  oz.  package)  until  July 
when  it  advanced  to  $5.70,  compared  with  $5.08  a 
year  ago.  In  view  of  the  present  level  of  stocks, 
prices  for  frozen  strawberries  are  likely  to  remain 
firm. 


CITRUS 


The  final  estimate  of  the  1978/79  citrus 
production — at  13.3  million  tons  (12.1  million 
metric  tons) — is  6.5  percent  less  than  last  season 
and  13  percent  below  the  record  set  in  1976/77. 
Moderately  to  sharply  smaller  crops  were  esti- 
mated for  all  citrus  except  tangerines,  which 
remain  unchanged  from  last  season,  and  limes, 
which  are  up  61  percent  from  last  season's  small 
crop.  Consequently,  on-tree  returns  for  most  citrus, 
particularly  lemons,  have  been  substantially  to 
sharply  above  year-earlier  levels. 

Oranges 

Remaining  Supplies  of 
California-Arizona  Valencias  Light 

Despite  a  sharply  smaller  crop,  remaining 
supplies  of  California-Arizona  Valencias  totaled 
14.5  million  cartons  as  of  August  16,  compared 
with  14.0  million  cartons  a  year  ago.  These 
oranges  will  provide  the  bulk  of  fresh  market 
supplies  until  the  1979/80  orange  season  gets 
underway  this  fall.  So  far,  this  season's  movement 
of  California-Arizona  Valencia  oranges  to  every 


outlet  has  shown  sharp  decreases.  Domestic  ship- 
ments to  fresh  market  have  been  down  almost  40 
percent.  Although  fresh  export  shipments  have 
been  down  slightly  more  than  one-fourth,  their 
share  of  the  total  shipment  has  increased  from  one- 
fifth  to  one-fourth.  Processing  use  was  down  more 
than  two-fifths,  and  its  relative  share  of  the  total 
shipment  was  down  only  slightly. 

Sharply  Higher  Fresh  Orange  Prices 

Because  of  the  California  freeze  last  January, 
supplies  of  oranges  available  for  fresh  market  this 
season  are  substantially  smaller  than  last  season, 
and  f.o.b.  prices  for  fresh  shipments  have  averaged 
sharply  above  year-earlier  levels.  F.o.b.  prices  for 
California-Arizona  Valencia  oranges  reached  their 
highest  level  of  $8.07  a  carton  early  in  June  and 
then  declined  steadily  to  $5.85  in  mid-August. 
Larger  supplies  of  summer  fruit  probably  damp- 
ened the  high  orange  prices.  Prices  of  Valencia 
oranges  are  not  expected  to  advance  appreciably 
during  the  remainder  of  the  season,  but  they  will 
average  sharply  above  last  season. 
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ORPNGES:  U.S.  RVERRGE  PRICE  RECEIVED  BY  GROUER 


KOV  DEC 
.  POCKED  FUESH 


Exports  Down,  Imports  Up 

Reduced  supplies  and  higher  prices  have 
resulted  in  moderately  smaller  exports  of  fresh 
oranges.  Fresh  orange  and  tangerine  exports  dur- 
ing the  first  8  months  (November  1978  through 
June  1979)  totaled  226,387  metric  tons,  down  one- 
tenth  from  the  same  period  last  season.  A  sharp 
increase  in  exports  to  Japan  was  counterbalanced 
by  substantial  to  sharp  decreases  in  exports  to 
Canada  and  Europe.  Hong  Kong,  our  second  major 
customer,  also  purchased  moderately  less  than  a 
year  ago.  Exports  to  Japan  showed  a  steady 
improvement  until  May,  when  they  reached  a  peak 
of  10,387  metric  tons.  Exports  are  expected  to 
continue  to  improve  during  the  1979/80  season 
since  Japan  increased  its  import  quota  for  U.S. 
oranges. 

In  contrast,  reduced  supplies  and  good  demand 
have  contributed  to  larger  imports  of  fresh 
oranges.  Imports  of  fresh  oranges  and  tangerines 
during  the  first  half  of  1979  totaled  21,109  metric 
tons,  an  increase  of  almost  40  percent  from  last 
year.  The  increases  are  mainly  from  Mexico,  which 
sold  us  16,815  metric  tons  of  fresh  oranges  and  tan- 
gerines during  the  first  half  of  1979,  up  58  percent 
firom  a  year  ago. 

Supplies  of  Frozen  Concentrated 
Orange  Juice  Sharply  Larger 

The  1978/79  pack  of  Florida  frozen  concentrated 
orange  juice  (FCOJ)  was  about  173  million  gallons, 
moderately  above  a  year  ago.  The  larger  pack  was 
due  entirely  to  the  high  juice  yield  of  1.34  gallons 
of  45  degree  brix  concentrate  per  box,  compared 
with  1.23  gallons  last  season.  The  larger  pack 
combined  with  larger  carryover  and  imports  have 
resulted  in  the  total  supply  of  FCOJ  for  the 
1978/79  season  sharply  above  last  season. 
Movement  had  been  slow  until  major  citrus 
processors  offered  a  promotional  allowance  for 
shipments  during  April  16  through  May  18, 
reducing  the  effective  price  from  $3.55  to  $3.25  per 
dozen  6-ounce  cans  (unadvertised  brands,  Florida 
canneries).  This  promotional  allowance  stimulated 


sales,  and  as  a  result  movement  so  far  this  season 
is  substantially  above  the  year-earlier  level. 
However,  the  larger  supply  more  than  offset  larger 
movement— leaving  stocks-on-hand  still  sharply 
above  a  year  ago.  If  the  current  rate  of  movement 
continues,  carryover  of  FCOJ  at  the  end  of  the  sea- 
son will  likely  be  substantially  larger  than  last  sea- 
son. If  a  larger  crop  materializes  in  1979/80,  FCOJ 
prices  can  be  expected  to  ease  somewhat. 

Chilled  Orange  Juice  Movement  Strong 

Florida's  output  of  chilled  orange  juice  through 
August  18  totaled  188  million  gallons  (excluding 
single-strength  reprocessed),  almost  10  percent 
above  a  year  ago.  The  1978/79  season's  pack  will 
set  another  record  and  is  expected  to  approach  200 
million  gallons,  compared  with  185  tnillion  gallons 
packed  in  1977/78. 


Florida  Packs  of  Chilled  Citrus  Juice 

Mil.  gal.~ 


1969/70      71/72       '73/74       '75/76        '77/78  '79/80 
Season  beginning  October 

^  Pack  througri  Augusi  4 


Includes  Dach  Irom  trpsh  snd  Irozen  concentrate. 


Neg,  ESCS  2189-79  (81 


Despite  higher  prices,  movement  of  chilled 
orange  juice  continued  to  trend  upward.  Through 
August  18,  movement  to  both  domestic  and  foreign 
markets  was  up  moderately  to  substantially  from 
the  same  period  a  year  ago.  Consequently,  stocks- 
on-hand  as  of  August  18,  were  moderately  below 
year-earlier  levels. 

Larger  Supplies  of  Canned  Orange  Juice 

Florida  citrus  packers  have  processed  12.8 
million  cases  (24-2's)  of  canned  single-strength 
orange  juice  during  the  1978/79  season,  up  almost 
a  tenth  from  last  season.  Movement  of  canned 
orange  juice  has  also  been  running  moderately 
ahead  of  last  season's  pace  in  spite  of  higher 
prices.  The  Florida  f.o.b.  price  of  canned  single- 
strength  orange  juice  has  been  steady  at  $8.00  a 
dozen,  (46-ounce  can),  compared  with  $7.35  a  year 
ago.  Carryover  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  was 
near  year-earlier  levels,  but  the  larger  pack  more 
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than  offset  larger  movement — leaving  the  stocks- 
on-hand  sharply  larger. 

Grapefruit 

Smaller  Summer  Supplies 

The  final  forecast  of  the  1978/79  grapefruit  crop 
is  67.3  million  boxes  (2.50  million  metric  tons),  9 
percent  below  last  season.  Remaining  supplies  of 
grapefruit  are  mostly  from  Southern  California. 
Because  of  the  sharply  smaller  production,  these 
supplies  will  be  light  until  the  harvest  of  new-crop 
Florida  grapefruit  gets  underway  in  October.  Cur- 
rently, Florida  citrus  groves  are  in  excellent 
condition. 

U.S.  average  on-tree  returns  for  fresh  grapefruit 
has  steadily  advanced  since  last  January  in 
response  to  smaller  supply  and  good  demand.  In 
July,  growers  received  $10.76  a  box  for  California 
grapefruit  for  fresh  market,  compared  with  $5.66  a 
year  ago.  As  supplies  decline  seasonally,  prices  are 
expected  to  continue  to  advance  until  October, 
when  the  supply  of  Florida  grapefruit  becomes 
available. 

Exports  Up  Substantially 

During  the  first  10  months  ending  June  1979, 
exports  of  fresh  grapefruit  totaled  260,691  metric 
tons,  an  increase  of  8  percent  from  the  same  period 
a  year  ago.  Sharply  larger  shipments  to  Japan 
more  than  offset  smaller  shipments  to  Canada  and 
Europe.  Japan,  our  principal  market,  has  increased 
its  purchases  by  one-third  so  far  this  season, 
accounting  for  more  than  half  of  the  total  exports. 
Smaller  shipments  to  Europe  were  due  primarily  to 
the  reduced  purchases  by  France  and  the  Nether- 
lands. Exports  to  Canada,  our  second  largest 
market,  decreased  sharply  from  last  year  because 
of  higher  prices. 

Grapefruit  Juice  Pack 

Total  Florida  pack  of  canned  grapefruit  juice 
amounted  to  16.5  million  cases  (24-2's)  during  the 
1978/79  season,  down  moderately  from  last  season. 
Movement  so  far  this  season  has  been  running 
moderately  behind  last  season's  pace  in  response 
to  higher  prices.  The  selling  price  of  canned  single- 
strength  grapefruit  juice  had  been  steady  at  $6.00  a 
dozen  (46-ounce  can)  until  mid-July,  when  Florida 
packers  raised  the  price  to  $6.25.  This  compares 
with  $5.25  a  year  ago.  With  both  carryover  and 
pack  smaller  than  last  year,  stocks  as  of  August  18 
were  substantially  below  a  year  ago  despite 
reduced  movement  this  season.  Consequently, 
prices  are  expected  to  remain  strong  at  least 
through  the  balance  of  the  season. 

Florida  packers  have  processed  24.4  million  gal- 
lons of  chilled  grapefruit  juice  (excluding  single- 


Florida  Canned  Grapefruit  Juice 
Pack,  Movement  and  Stocks 
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strength  reprocessed)  through  August  18,  down 
slightly  from  a  year  ago.  Despite  higher  prices, 
demand  continued  to  improve,  and  movement 
totaled  23.4  million  gallons,  up  10  percent  from  a 
year  ago.  As  a  result  of  the  smaller  pack  and 
larger  movement,  the  stocks-on-hand  are  only  65 
percent  of  the  quantity  a  year  earlier. 

Total  Florida  pack  of  frozen  concentrated  grape- 
fruit juice  continued  to  trend  upward,  amounting  to 
14.3  million  gallons  (excluding  reprocessed)  for 
1978/79  up  4  percent  from  last  season.  Movement 
was  up  sharply,  and  as  a  result  the  Florida  packers 
raised  the  selling  prices  from  $2.60-$2.80  to  $2.80- 
$2.85  per  dozen  6-ounce  cans  (unadvertised  brands, 
Florida  canneries).  As  of  August  18,  the  larger 
movement  more  than  offset  larger  carryin  and 
pack,  leaving  the  grapefruit  concentrate  inventory 
sharply  below  a  year  ago. 

Lemons 

The  final  1978/79  California  and  Arizona  lemon 
crop  is  forecast  at  19.2  million  boxes  (662,240 
metric  tons),  26  percent  below  the  1977/78  season. 
Because  of  the  sharply  smaller  crop,  harvest  was 
finished  earlier  than  last  year.  Processing  use  was 
only  about  half  of  last  season's  quantity,  account- 
ing for  39  percent  of  total  sales,  compared  with  53 
percent  a  year  ago.  Domestic  shipments  of  fresh 
lemons  decreased  only  moderately,  but  its  share  of 
the  total  crop  increased  to  31  percent  from  25 
percent  in  1977/78. 

Despite  sharply  higher  prices,  exports  of  lemons 
increased  moderately  from  last  season.  Japan,  our 
principal  customer,  increased  purchases  8  percent 
over  last  year  and  took  more  than  half  of  our  total 
exports.  In  addition,  the  increase  in  exports  was 
also  attributed  to  moderately  larger  shipments  to 
Europe,  reflecting  considerably  reduced  supplies  of 
lemons  from  Italy  and  Spain.  However,  our  sales  to 
Canada  were  down  sharply. 
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F.o.b.  prices  for  fresh  domestic  lemons  have 
advanced  sharply  this  summer.  They  reached  a 
record  high  $22.12  a  carton  in  late  July  in  response 
to  strong  demand  and  smaller  supplies.  The  season 
average  price  for  fresh  lemons  at  shipping  point 
was  $9.47  a  carton,  compared  with  $7.24  last  sea- 
son. F.o.b.  prices  at  the  beginning  of  the  1979/80 
season  remained  relatively  high  as  demand 
continued  strong.  Prices  are  expected  to  decline 
from  the  current  high  level  when  the  supply  of 
lemons  from  the  1979/80  season  becomes 
increasingly  available.  The  industry  currently  fore- 
casts a  slightly  larger  lemon  crop  for  the  1979/80 
season  than  the  harvested  1978/79  crop.  Never- 
theless, supplies  of  fresh  lemons  during  the  early 


part  of  the  1979/80  shipping  season  will  be  sub- 
stantially reduced  due  to  the  residual  effects  from 
the  last  January  freeze. 

ALL  LEMONS:  U.S.  RVERRGE  PRICE  RECEIVED  BY  GROWER 


TEB  MOB  OPB  HflV  JUH  JUL  BUC  SEP  OCT  MOV  DEC 


•  OM-TBEE 


TREE  NUTS 


Record  Large  Almond  Crop 

On  July  1,  California  almond  production 
(shelled  basis)  was  forecast  at  a  record  350  million 
pounds  (158,760  metric  tons),  93  percent  larger 
than  last  year's  small  crop  and  12  percent  more 
than  the  previous  record  crop  in  1977.  Trees  were 
in  excellent  condition  in  the  spring,  the  bloom  was 
heavy,  and  weather  has  been  conducive  to  good 
nut  growth.  In  addition,  the  larger  almond  output 
reflects  a  steady  increase  in  acreage.  California 
almond  bearing  acreage  has  increased  from 
169,900  acres  in  1970  to  303,592  acres  in  1978.  The 
estimated  bearing  acreage  for  1979  is  321,370  acres. 


The  world  almond  harvest  is  currently  estimated 
at  465  million  pounds  (shelled  basis),  compared 
with  394.6  million  pounds  in  1978.  The  anticipated 
increase  is  due  almost  entirely  to  sharply  larger 
U.S.  output.  Spain  and  Italy,  the  other  major 
almond  producing  countries,  are  expecting  sharply 
smaller  crops.  Thus,  competition  in  the  foreign 
markets  will  be  substantially  reduced  during  the 
1979/80  marketing  season. 

Because  of  the  sharply  smaller  crop,  the  average 
price  received  by  almond  growers  for  the  1978  crop 
was  a  record  $1.40  per  pound,  66  percent  above 
1977.  Prices  for  the  1979  crop  are  not  expected  to 


Table  8-Tree  nuts:  Production,  1977,  1978,  and  indicated  1979 


Table  9— Tree  nuts  in  cold  storage,  June  30 


Crop  and  State 


Almonds: 
California 


Walnuts,  English: 
California   .  .  , 
Oregon     .  .  .  , 
2  States   .  .  , 


1977 


1978 


1979 


249,000 


192,000 
500 
192,500 


Tons 


142,700 


276,000 


160,000  210,000 


(') 
160,000 


(') 
210,000 


'  Discontinued  after  1977  crop. 
Source:  Crop  Production,  E5CS. 

According  to  the  Almond  Board  of  California, 
shipments  of  shelled  almonds  during  the  1978/79 
(July-June)  season  amounted  to  221.6  million 
pounds,  down  almost  17  percent  from  1977/78. 
Smaller  shipments  were  recorded  for  both  domestic 
and  foreign  outlets.  Shipments  abroad  declined 
one-fifth,  with  their  share  down  from  62  to  59 
percent.  Reduced  U.S.  crops  curtailed  our  exports. 
Domestic  movement  decreased  only  9  percent. 


Kinds 

1977 

1978 

1979 

Million  pounds 

Almonds: 

In-shell  

Nutmeats    .  .  . 

0.9 

55.3 

1.2 
66.6 

1.2 
30.7 

Walnuts: 

In-shell  

Nutmeats    .  .  . 

24.5 
13.4 

10.8 
14.6 

12.2 
14.6 

Filberts: 

in-shell  

Nutmeats     .  .  . 

.7 

1.0 

1.3 
1.2 

.9 

1.5 

Pecans: 

In-shell  

Nutmeats    .  .  . 

4.0 
15.5 

26.5 
26.3 

66.8 
32.5 

Other  tree  nuts: 

In-shell  

Nutmeats    .  .  . 

7.8 
12.3 

5.2 
11.2 

9.1 
9.3 

Total; 

In-shell  

Nutmeats    .  .  . 

37.9 
97.5 

45.0 
119.9 

90.2 
88.6 

Source:  Cold  storage  report,  ESCS. 
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U.S.  Almond  Supply  and  Utilization 
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fall  appreciably  because  world  demand  is  expected 
to  be  favorable. 

Sharply  Larger  California  Walnut 
Production  in  Prospect 

California  walnut  production  (inshell  basis)  is 
forecast  at  210,000  tons  (190,510  metric  tons),  31 
percent  above  last  year's  small  crop  and  9  percent 
larger  than  the  1977  crop.  The  crop  is  in  good 
condition.  Most  varieties  have  good  sets  and  are 
sizing  well. 

According  to  the  Walnut  Control  Board,  1978/79 
in-shell  walnut  shipments  to  both  domestic  and  for- 
eign markets  totaled  106  million  pounds,  compared 
with  128  million  a  year  earlier,  reflecting  reduced 
supplies  and  higher  prices.  Domestic  shipments 


decreased  almost  9  percent,  but  their  share 
increased  to  44  percent  from  40  percent  a  year  ago. 
Exports  declined  almost  one-fourth.  Shipments  of 
shelled  walnuts,  which  are  mostly  used  domes- 
tically, were  down  almost  a  fifth  from  the  1977/78 
season.  Europe,  our  leading  export  outlet  for  both 
in-shelled  and  shelled  walnuts,  purchased  sharply 
less  than  a  year  ago. 

Because  of  the  sharply  smaller  crop,  prices 
received  by  walnut  growers  averaged  $1,290  a  ton 
for  the  1978  crop,  compared  with  $731  in  1977.  New 
crop  prices  have  not  been  established  yet.  With  the 
prospective  larger  crop,  walnut  prices  are  expected 
to  average  below  the  1978  level.  In  addition,  a 
sharply  larger  supply  of  almonds  could  weaken 
walnut  prices. 


PER  CAPITA  TREE  NUT  CONSUMPTION 


Per  capita  consumption  of  tree  nuts  in  the 
United  States  increased  to  1.77  pounds  during  the 
1978/79  season  from  1.74  pounds  last  season.  The 
increase  was  due  mainly  to  sharp  increase  in 
consumption  of  most  imported  tree  nuts. 
Consumption  of  filberts,  pecans,  and  Macadamia 
nuts  also  increased  moderately,  but  that  of 


almonds  and  walnuts  decreased  substantially  to 
sharply.  Consumption  of  Macadamia  reached  a 
new  high  at  0.029  pound  per  person  during  the 
1978/79  season. 

The  following  table  gives  detailed  data  on  per 
capita  consumption  of  tree  nuts. 


Table  10— Tree  nuts  (shelled  basis):  Per  capita  consumption,  crop  year,  average  1950-54  and 

1955-59,  and  1960-78' 


Crop  year^ 

Almonds 

Filberts 

Pecans 

Walnuts 

Macadamia 

Other^ 

Total 

Pounds 

0.27 

0.07 

0.37 

0.40 

0.53 

1.64 

.23 

.07 

.33 

.34 

.55 

1.52 

1960   

.30 

.07 

.36 

.32 

0.004 

.52 

1.57 

1961  

.28 

.07 

.44 

.30 

.006 

.53 

1.63 

1962   

.27 

.05 

.27 

.32 

.008 

.56 

1.48 

1963   

.27 

.05 

.45 

.32 

.010 

.47 

1.57 

1964   

.30 

.05 

.43 

.41 

.012 

.56 

1.76 

1965   

.31 

.06 

.52 

.33 

.013 

.56 

1.79 

1966   

.33 

.07 

.41 

.37 

.013 

.54 

1.73 

1967   

.30 

.07 

.40 

.37 

.012 

.59 

1.74 

1968   

.33 

.07 

.39 

.33 

.016 

.68 

1.82 

1969   

.30 

.05 

.42 

.34 

.015 

.58 

1.71 

1970   

.34 

.06 

.37 

.38 

.020 

.60 

1.77 

1971  

.37 

.07 

.38 

.42 

.021 

.62 

1.88 

1972   

.37 

.07 

.38 

.40 

.019 

.72 

1.96 

1973   

.26 

.10 

.36 

.40 

.017 

.58 

1.72 

1974   

.27 

.04 

.35 

.43 

.023 

.46 

1.57 

1975   

.36 

.08 

.34 

.52 

.026 

.61 

1.94 

1976   

.43 

.08 

.30 

.52 

.027 

.56 

1.92 

1977   

.46 

.08 

.31 

.52 

.027 

.34 

1.74 

1978"   

.41 

.05 

.36 

.40 

.029 

.48 

1.77 

'civilian  consumption  only.  Beginning  1959,  includes  Alaska  and  Hawaii.  ^Beginning  August  of  year  indicated  for  filberts  and 
walnuts,  July  for  all  others.  ^Includes  the  following  nuts:  Brazil,  pignolia,  pistachios,  chestnuts,  cashews,  and  miscellaneous.  ' 
"Preliminary.  v 


Note:  See  September  1970  (TFS-176)  Fruit  Situation  for  data  prior  to  1950. 
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Table  11— Noncitrus  fruit  and  berries:  Production  and  utilization.  United  States, 

crops  of  1962-78 


Year 

Utilized 
Production 

Utilization  of  sales 

Fresh 

Processed' 

Quantity 

Percentage 

Quantity 

Percentage 

1,000  tons 

1  000  Aons 

1962   

10,013 

3  7  84 

37.8 

coo 

1963   

10,170 

3,619 

35.6 

6,551 

64.4 

1964   

10,803 

3,722 

34.5 

7,081 

65.5 

1965   

1 1 ,059 

3,669 

33.2 

7,390 

66.8 

1966   

10,427 

3,639 

34.9 

6,788 

65.1 

1967   

8,863 

3,220 

36.3 

5,643 

63.7 

1968   

10,187 

3,583 

35.2 

6,604 

64.8 

1969   

11,433 

3,877 

33.9 

7,556 

66.1 

1970   

10,138 

3,536 

34.9 

6,602 

65.1 

1971  

10,795 

3,591 

33.3 

7,204 

66.7 

1972   

8,667 

3,275 

37.8 

5,392 

62.2 

1973   

11,205 

3,561 

31.8 

7,644 

68.2 

1974   

11,508 

3,804 

33.1 

7,704 

66.9 

1975   

11,939 

4,261 

35.7 

7,678 

64.3 

1976   

11,454 

4,131 

36.1 

7,323 

63.9 

1977   

11,892 

4,111 

34.6 

7,781 

65.4 

1978^   

12.228 

4,346 

35.5 

7,882 

64.5 

'  Processed  includes  culls  and  cannery  diversion  for  clingstone  peaches.  *  Preliminary. 


Source:  Noncitrus  Fruits  and  Nuts  and  Vegetables,  ESCS. 


Table  12— Production  and  utilization  of  apples,  avocados,  and  cranberries.  United  States,  crops  of  1974-78 


Commodity  and  year 

Production 

Utilization 

Total 

Utilized' 

Processed  (fresh  equivalent) 

Fresh 

Canned 

Juice  and 
cider 

Frozen 

Dried 

Other^ 

Processed' 

7 

''housand  tons 

Apples: 

1974   

3,266.7 

3,242.0 

1,824.8 

612.2 

512.2 

90.8 

98.6 

103.5 

1,417.2 

1975   

3,765.0 

3,551.3 

2,178.5 

513.4 

595.8 

103.3 

114.8 

45.6 

1,372.8 

1976   

3,236.6 

3,234.0 

1,958.4 

460.0 

554.6 

110.2 

114.6 

36.2 

1,275.6 

1977   

3,336.3 

3,321.5 

1,896.8 

537.4 

633.6 

80.5 

112.8 

60.5 

1,424.7 

1978   

3,816.7 

3,790.6 

2,118.2 

613.8 

739.8 

103.7 

121.3 

93.9 

1,672.5 

Avocados: ' 

1974/75   

126.3 

126.3 

125.1 

1.2 

1975/76   

87.4 

87.4 

86.1 

1.3 

1976/77  

141.1 

141.1 

140.7 

.4 

1977/78   

117.7 

117.7 

117.7 

1978/79   

152.1 

15  2.1 

152.1 

Cranberries:^ 

1974   

111.8 

111.8 

15.9 

74.3 

1975   

103.8 

103.8 

15.5 

72.2 

1976   

120.4 

120.4 

20.4 

87.8 

1977   

105.1 

105.1 

20.3 

72.7 

1978   

122.9 

122.9 

20.2 

95.9 

'  Some  totals  do  not  add  due  to  rounding.  ^  Apples:  includes  vinegar,  w/ine,  jam,  fresh  slices  for  pie  making,  etc.  '  Includes  some 


processing,  ''utilized  cranberries  include  shrinkage. 

Source:  Noncitrus  Fruits  and  Nuts  Midyear  Supplement,  ESCS. 
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Table  13— Apples,  commercial  crop'  :  Production,  and  season  average  prices  received  by  growers, 

1977,  1978,  and  Indicated  1979  production 


State  and  area 

Production 

Price  per  pound 

1977^ 

1978^ 

1979 

1977 

1978 

Million  pounds 

Cents 

Eastern  States: 

92.0 

75.0 

78.0 

i  1  .y 

1  "3  O 

58.0 

60.0 

56.0 

IOC 

47.0 

49.0 

47.0 

1  ^.D 

1  O  Q 

95.0 

105.0 

100.0 

1 

1  ^.  o 

1  o.  o 

5.5 

6.0 

5.5 

13,1 

J.  X 

Connecticut   

46.0 

5  0.0 

48.0 

1 3.5 

13.6 

900.0 

1,080.0 

1,000.0 

8.6 

8.5 

130.0 

90.0 

120.0 

9.6 

11.3 

460.0 

400.0 

505.0 

Q  1 

y.  i 

o.y 

13.5 

14.5 

13.0 

1 0.4 

9.3 

fiA  a  r  V/  1  a  rt  /H 

70.0 

85.0 

83.0 

12.2 

1 0.4 

\/  ■  fn  i  n  i  a 

290.0 

485.0 

480.0 

8.4 

7.8 

West  Virginia  

195.0 

325.0 

260.0 

9.8 

8.7 

270.0 

324.0 

350.0 

8.7 

7.9 

25.0 

22.0 

29.0 

8.8 

11.7 

22.0 

22.0 

33.0 

9.2 

11.5 

"rr»t  a  1 

2,719.0 

3,192.5 

3,207.5 

Central  States: 

65.0 

140.0 

120.0 

io.o 

14.5 

52.0 

64.0 

80.0 

1  U.b 

13.6 

108.0 

89.0 

104.0 

9.9 

12.3 

570.0 

920.0 

720.0 

7.9 

7.6 

56.0 

66.0 

56.0 

12.5 

12.1 

19.9 

28.0 

19.0 

16.4 

15.1 

10.7 

8.9 

1 1.0 

12.5 

13.8 

58.0 

40.0 

61.0 

12.0 

15.3 

16.0 

10.0 

15.0 

8.8 

11.1 

Kentucky   

22.0 

15.0 

21.0 

10.7 

12.6 

10.0 

8.0 

10.0 

10.6 

14.2 

24.0 

13.0 

20.0 

8.8 

10.9 

Total   

1,011.6 

1,401.9 

1,237.0 

Western  States: 

85.0 

130.0 

115.0 

14.9 

14.7 

Colorado  

75.0 

45.0 

100.0 

9.3 

10.5 

25.0 

17.0 

17.0 

11.5 

9.7 

Utah   

47.0 

35.0 

54.0 

10.6 

11.0 

2,083.0 

2,170.0 

2,300.0 

13.0 

12.3 

147.0 

142.0 

140.0 

9.2 

11.1 

480.0 

500.0 

525.0 

7.8 

9.2 

Total   

2,942.0 

3,039.0 

3,251.0 

United  States  

6,672.6 

7,633.4 

7,695.5 

10.5 

10.3 

'  In  orchards  of  100  or  more  bearing  trees.  ^  Includes  unharvested  production  and  exceeds  cullage  (million  pounds):  United  States 
1977-29.6,  1978-52.2 


Source:  Crop  Production,  SRS. 
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Table  14— Apples,  commercial  crop'  :  Production 
by  varieties.  United  States,  1977,  1978,  and  1979 


Variety 

1977 

1978 

1979 

Million  pounds 

Golden  Delicious  

143.9 
2,292.2 
1,195.8 
90.0 
356.7 
68  7.2 

159.1 
2,665.9 
1,245.7 
65.0 

145.6 
2,806.3 
1,256.9 
100.0 
445.4 
6  72.5 

404.4 
765.0 

104.8 

109.6 

1 15.2 

Romp  Rpsiit\y 

York  Imperial  

121.0 
463.7 
198.8 
148.4 
152.0 
260.3 

173.0 
568.7 
227.4 
161.9 
165.0 
353.9 

132.0 
518.4 
261.5 
148.3 
175.0 
343.4 

Other   

457.8 

568.8 

574.9 

Total'   

6,672.6 

7,633.4 

7,695.5 

'  Commercial  crops  refer  to  the  total  production  of  apples  in 
orchards  of  100  or  more  bearing  trees.  Data  include  quantities  of 
mature  fruit  not  harvested  and  excess  cullage  of  harvested  fruit 
not  included  in  data  in  table  13. 


Source:  Commercial  Apples,  ESCS. 


Table  15— Processed  apples:  Season  average  price  per  ton  received  by  growers,  by 
type  of  use,  principal  States,  1976-78 


Use  and  State 

1976 

1977 

1978 

Dollars 

Canning: 

174.00 

136 

00 

124.00 

120.00 

118 

00 

111.00 

125.00 

136 

00 

111.00 

117.00 

133 

00 

99.00 

109.00 

140 

00 

160.00 

108 

00 

140 

00 

105.00 

120.00 

133 

00 

119.00 

Juice  and  cider: 

85 

00 

149 

00 

143.00 

90 

00 

92 

00 

90.00 

77 

20 

78 

00 

86.60 

82 

00 

92 

00 

88.00 

78 

00 

86 

00 

86.00 

122 

00 

150 

00 

163.00 

United  States   

91 

60 

109 

00 

108.00 

Frozen: 

174 

00 

142 

00 

128.00 

126 

00 

128 

00 

125.00 

143 

00 

138 

00 

126.00 

Dried: 

75 

00 

147 

00 

156.00 

123 

00 

130 

00 

165.00 

105 

00 

132 

00 

157.00 

Source:  Noncitrus  Fruits  and  Nuts  Supplement.  ESCS. 
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Table  16-Apples,  Yakima  Valley,  Washington:  Monthly  average  prices  per  carton  tray  pack,  extra  fancy, 

f.o.b.  shipping  point,  1977/78  and  1978/79' 


Mont  h 

Red  delicious 

Golden  delicious 

Winesap 

Regular  storage 

C.A.  storage 

Regular  storage 

C.A.  storage 

Regular  storage 

1977/78 

1978/79^ 

1977/78 

1978/79^ 

1977/78 

1978/79^ 

197  7/7  8 

1978/79^ 

1977/78 

1978/79^ 

Dollars 

A  1 1  n 1 1 ct 

_  -  - 

.  -  - 

... 





n  t  p  m  hAr 

9.15 

10.20 





7.50 

10.18 





O  rt  n  hp  r 

9.28 

9.19 

7.37 

8.92 

No  V6  m  bcr 

9.27 

9.96 

7.55 

9.35 

{~\af(^  m  hp  r 

9.50 

10.00 

7.76 

9.31 

8.50 

9.50 

10.15 

10.50 

10.75 

7.69 

8.95 

8.03 

10.25 

10.57 

11.09 

7.22 

8.57 

8.72 

9.66 

7.93 

10.89 

10.80 

9.00 

9.74 

8.61 

10.50 

9.75 

10.26 

9.91 

10.25 

10.00 

July  

10.49 

11.88 

'  Apple  sizes  80's-125's.  '  Preliminary  January  through  July  1979. 


Source:  Agricultural  Marketing  Service. 


Table  17— Grapes:  Total  production  and  season  average  prices  received  by  growers  in  principal  States, 

1977,  1978,  and  indicated  1979  production 


State 

Production' 

Price  per  ton* 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1977 

1978 

Tons 

Dollars 

101,000 

188,000 

180,000 

234.00 

245.00 

1,000 

C) 

233.00 

C) 

30,000 

5  7,5  00 

54,000 

231.00 

232.00 

Ohio  

7,100 

12,000 

14,000 

225.00 

223.00 

33,000 

67,500 

62,000 

216.00 

206.00 

3,850 

3,300 

4,000 

213,00 

231.00 

4,650 

6,8  00 

8,500 

320.00 

300.00 

Georgia-South  Carolina  .... 

4,850 

5,100 

6,800 

225.00 

228.00 

9,600 

8,200 

8,000 

232.00 

247.00 

11,000 

14,300 

13,500 

955.00 

943.00 

105,600 

187,000 

101,000 

205.00 

209.00 

California: 

1,563,000 

1,706,000 

1,800,000 

175.00 

210.00 

Table   

488,000 

393,000 

380,000 

269.00 

342.00 

1,935,000 

1,918,000 

2,200,000 

183.00 

222.00 

Dried^   

248,300 

228,500 

840.00 

1,001.00 

803,000 

912,000 

180.00 

271.00 

All  

3,986,000 

4,017,000 

4,380,000 

190.00 

229.00 

United  States  

4,297,750 

4,566,700 

4,831,800 

194.00 

231.00 

'  Includes  unharvested  production  and  excess  cullage  (tons):  U.S.  1977-1,550  (248,000  tons  fresh  equivalent  raisin  type  in 
California  laid,  but  not  harvested  due  to  severe  weather  damage);  1978-248,900.  ^  Dried  basis,  1  ton  of  raisins  is  equivalent  to  4.56 
tons  of  fresh  grapes  for  1977  and  4.40  for  1978.  '  Dsicontinued  after  1977.  ''Price  derived  from  unrounded  data  for  California  all 
varieties  and  raisin  varieties. 


Source:  Crop  Production,  CRB,  ESCS. 
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Table  18— Peaches:  Total  production  and  season  average  prices  received  by  growers, 
1977,  1978,  and  indicated  1979  production 


Production 

Price  per  pound' 

State 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1977 

1978 

Southern  States: 

North  Carolina  

South  Carolina  

Georgia  

Alabama   

Mississippi   

Arkansas  

Louisiana  

Oklahoma   

Texas  ....   

Total  Southern  States 


California: 
Clingstone' 
Freestone  . 


Total  California 


Other  States: 

Massachusetts    .  .  .  , 

Connecticut   

New  York   , 

New  Jersey  , 

Pennsylvania  .... 

Ohio   , 

Indiana  

Illinois   

Michigan   

Missouri   

Kansas   

Delaware  

Maryland  

Virginia  

West  Virginia  .... 

Kentucky  

Tennessee   

Idaho  

Colorado  

Utah   

Washington  

Oregon   

Total  Other  States 


United  States 


2,983.0 


Million  pounds 


2,701.0 


2,924.3 


9.9 


Cents 


45  0 

48.0 

12.4 

16.0 

275.0 

315,0 

350.0 

14.2 

15.5 

yu.  u 

1  or\  Ci 
1  ^  u.u 

1  o  o  .u 

15.3 

15.6 

10.0 

15.0 

14.0 

14.9 

16.6 

A  r\ 

5n  n 

'+U .  u 

o  /  ■  u 

11.3 

12.5 

A  c: 

D.3 

20.0 

20.0 

inn 

0.3 

inn 

115 

14.2 

48.0 

Aft  f\ 

4U,U 

^  A  n 

1  7  n 

518.5 

643.5 

508.0 

1 ,231 .0 

1  300  0 

/  .yj 

o.  X 

468.0 

400.0 

480.0 

Q  Q 

o.y 

11  c 

1 1  .o 

976.0 

1,631.0 

1,780.0 

3.5 

3.5 

3.5 

22.0 

29.0 

6.0 

6.3 

3.8 

24.0 

29.0 

13.0 

16.0 

6.7 

17.5 

18.5 

110.0 

70.0 

115.0 

17.0 

23.6 

95.0 

85.0 

90.0 

12.9 

15.8 

3.0 

5.0 

4.0 

23.5 

23.7 

1.0 

5.0 

4.0 

23.0 

22.0 

9.0 

16.0 

15.0 

16.4 

21.9 

55.0 

60.0 

35.0 

15.6 

16.0 

11.0 

14.0 

17.0 

20.0 

16.0 

9.0 

5.0 

5.0 

15.0 

17.6 

2.4 

2.3 

1.8 

12.5 

10.5 

21.0 

24.0 

24.0 

13.5 

13.3 

19.0 

40.0 

32.0 

12.0 

14.3 

15.0 

25.0 

23.0 

14.5 

17.8 

.1 

11.0 

15.0 

14.6 

20.0 

8.0 

8.4 

8.5 

13.5 

16.0 

12.5 

11.0 

10.5 

12.0 

12.5 

18.0 

5.5 

15.0 

13.7 

17.6 

18.0 

15.0 

19.0 

12.6 

17.0 

41.0 

38.0 

37.0 

10.9 

14.4 

18.0 

13.0 

16.0 

14.7 

17.9 

48  8.5 

479.0 

500.8 

12.1 


'  Season  average  price  received  by  growers.  ^  Includes  unharvested  production  and  excess  cuMage  (million  pounds):  United  States, 
1977-15.8,  1978-19.0.  ^California  clingstones  is  over  the  scale  tonnage  and  includes  culls  and  cannery  diversions  (million  pounds): 
1977-115.0,  1978-121.0. 


Source:  Crop  Production,  ESCS. 
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Table  19-Pears:  Total  production  and  season  average  prices  received  by  growers  by  States  and  Pacific 
Coast,  variety  comparison,  1977,  1978,  and  indicated  1979  production 


Production 

Price  per  ton' 

State 

1977=' 

1978 

1979 

1977 

1978 

Tons 

Dollars 

1,600 
16,000 
4,700 
12,000 
1,800 
6,900 
5,000 
224,000 
180,000 
334,600 

1,900 
18,500 

3,300 
13,000 

C) 

1,700 
2,600 
246,000 
151,500 
288,300 

1,500 
18,000 

4.100 
12.000 

(') 
5.500 
5,000 
220,000 
1  79,000 
340,000 

375.00 
183.00 

410.00 
205.00 

Utah  

252.00 
230.00 
200.00 
169.00 
240.00 
1 56.00 
138.00 
135.00 

286.00 
208.00 

201.00 
350.00 
215.00 
222.00 
221.00 

United  States   

786,600 

726,800 

785,100 

146.00 

219.00 

Pacific  Coast: 

Wash  i  ngton : 

Bartlett  

Other  

138,000 
86,000 

132.000 
1 14,000 

135,000 
85,000 

124.00 
208.00 

205.00 
226.00 

224,000 

246,000 

156.00 

215.00 

Oregon : 

Bartlett  

Other  

80,000 
1  00,000 

55,500 
96,000 

74,000 
1  05,000 

102.00 
166.00 

195.00 
237.00 

I  80,000 

1  D  i ,  DUU 

138.00 

222.00 

Cal  if  or  nia : 
Bartlett  

326,000 
8,600 

281,000 
7,300 

330,000 

1  A  AAA 

134.00 
165.00 

219.00 
278.00 

334,600 

288,300 

340,000 

135.00 

221.00 

3  States: 

Bartlett  

Other  

544,000 
194,600 

468,500 
217,300 

539,000 
200,000 

127.00 
185.00 

212.00 
233.00 

Total   

738,600 

685.800 

739,000 

'  All  prices.  ^  Includes  unharvested  production  and  excess  cullage  (tons):  U.S.  1977-2,100.  ^Discontinued  after  1977. 


Source:  Crop  Production,  ESCS. 


Table  20— Prunes  and  plums:  Production  and  season  average  prices  received  by  grov^ers 
in  principal  States,  1977,  1978,  and  indicated  1979  production 


Crop  and  State 

Production 

Price  per  ton' 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1977 

1978 

Tons 

Dollars 

Prunes  and  plums:^ 

Idaho  

14,000 
7,000 
12,000 
28,000 

24,000 
7,500 
21,300 
17,000 

19,000 
6,500 
17,000 
26,000 

141.00 
251,00 
187.00 
128.00 

138.00 
206.00 
149.00 
170.00 

Total  4  States   

61,000 

69,800 

68,500 

158.00 

156.00 

Dried  prunes:  ^ 

159,000 

131,000 

125,000 

499.00 

650.00 

Plums: 

157,000 

154,000 

180,000 

313.00 

390.00 

United  States  (fresh  basis)    .  . 

726,800 

643,000 

648,500 

'  All  prices.  ^Mostly  prunes,  however,  estimates  include  small  quantities  of  plums  in  all  States.  Includes  unharvested  production 
and  excess  cullage  (tons):  total  four  States:  1977-3,000;  1978-600.  hn  California  the  dry  ratio  Is  3.20:  1  for  1977  and  1978. 


Source:  Crop  Production,  SRS. 
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Table  21— U.S.  exports  of  selected  noncitrus  fruits,  fresh  and  canned,  by  destinations,  1974/75-1978/79  season 


Europe 

Item  and  season' 

Canada 

United 

Other 

Total 

Kingdom 

EC' 

Other 

Total 

Fresh  fruit: . 

Apples: 

1974/75  .  

56,906 

5,811 

305 

7,354 

13,469 

35,721 

106,095 

1975/76   

41,629 

4,228 

614 

5,596 

10,438 

50,189 

102,256 

1976/77   

54,488 

1,438 

811 

7,695 

9,944 

55,631 

120,063 

1977/78   

48,970 

8,318 

4,976 

12,597 

25,891 

75,078 

149,939 

1978/79   

49,082 

6,164 

1,729 

10,265 

18,158 

76,035 

143,275 

Pears: 

1974/75   

17,942 

41 

675 

3,511 

4,225 

12,451 

34,61  8 

1975/76   

19,692 

179 

1,584 

4,387 

6,150 

8,072 

33,914 

1976/77   

20,691 

— 

1,170 

4,914 

6,084 

4,857 

31,632 

1977/78   

14,721 

696 

2,529 

8,586 

11,811 

9,760 

36,292 

1978/79   

16,443 

74 

2,005 

9,026 

11,105 

9,844 

37,392 

Canned  fruit: 

Peaches: 

1974/75   

25,515 

367 

6,899 

7,654 

14,921 

3,388 

43,824 

1975/76   

21,524 

158 

9,773 

4,598 

14,529 

6,334 

42,387 

1976/77   

21.027 

53 

10,985 

4,612 

15,650 

15,208 

51,885 

1977/78   

/ D 

OA  7 

3  ,0  i  O 

18,725 

72,601 

1978/79   

20,276 

2,052 

12,089 

6,527 

20,668 

24,216 

65,160 

Fruit  cocktail : 

1974/75   

18,799 

1,980 

3,654 

4,470 

12,145 

5,123 

36,068 

1975/76     .  .  .  

19,377 

967 

3,483 

7,646 

12,096 

6,085 

37,558 

1976/77   

17,837 

814 

2,977 

7,664 

11,455 

9,303 

38,595 

1977/78   

1 9  562 

1 ,060 

4  117 

5  598 

10  7  75 

12,157 

42,494 

1978/79   

17,419 

457 

4,530 

7,414 

12,401 

13,435 

43,255 

PI  neap  pie: 

1974/75   

3,960 

612 

11,512 

3,388 

15,513 

1,225 

20,698 

1975/76   

O,  D  /  D 

ft  f^A  "5 

5  1  7 
^,1  /  O 

111  77 
1  J.  ,  J.  /  / 

1,258 

16,111 

1976/77   

7,175 

349 

7,689 

2,000 

10,038 

810 

18,023 

1977/78   

6,772 

608 

7,381 

950 

8,939 

1,343 

17,054 

1978/79   

4,375 

187 

3,624 

1,541 

5,352 

2,042 

11,769 

Cherries^ : 

1974/75                     .  . 

653 

102 

5,777 

61 

5,940 

572 

7,165 

1975/76   

488 

166 

9,017 

93 

9,276 

1,199 

10,963 

1976/77   

1977/78   

1,013 

28 

3,271 

26 

3,325 

705 

5,043 

1  276 

56 

3  893 

V  7 

4  018 

1,029 

6,323 

1978/79       .    .                     .  . 

1,284 

99 

4,815 

108 

5,022 

2,044 

8,350 

Apricots: 

1974/75   

388 

20 

61 

41 

122 

184 

694 

1975/76   

249 

13 

58 

100 

171 

43  9 

859 

1976/77   

317 

12 

195 

53 

260 

530 

1.107 

1977/78   

262 

7 

183 

163 

353 

603 

1,218 

1978/79   

381 

23 

1,057 

80 

1,160 

657 

2,198 

Pears: 

1974/75   

796 

61 

776 

245 

1,082 

857 

2,735 

1975/76   

1,749 

6 

299 

559 

864 

954 

3,567 

1976/77   

1,175 

10 

307 

276 

593 

1,516 

3,284 

1977/78   

1,496 

5 

1,220 

401 

1,626 

1,301 

4,423 

720 

10 

529 

226 

765 

1,155 

2,640 

'season  beginning  July  1  for  fresh  apples,  pears,  and  canned  cherries;  June  1  for  other  canned  items.  '  Belgium-Luxembourg, 
France,  West  Germany,  Italy,  Netherlands,  Denmark  and  Ireland.'  Excludes  Maraschino  cherries. 


Source:  Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 
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Table  22— Frozen  concentrated  citrus  juices:  Florida  canners'  stocks,  packs,  supplies, 
and  movement,  current  season  with  comparisons 


Pack 

supply 

Movement 

ItGm  and  sesson 

Carr  y  i  n 

To 

Total 

To 

Total 

To 

Total 

Stocks' 

date' 

season 

date' 

season 

date' 

season 

1.000  gallons 

Grapefruit: 

1974/75   

4,897 

7,822 

7,847 

12,719 

12,744 

5,777 

8,509 

6,942 

1975/76   

4,235 

^  9.389 

^  9,527 

13,624 

13,762 

7,126 

10,456 

6,498 

1976/77   

3,306 

^12,313 

^12,416 

15,619 

15,722 

7,871 

11,868 

7.748 

1977/78   

3,854 

M4,023 

^  14,047 

17,877 

17,901 

9,362 

13,665 

8,515 

1978/79   

4,236 

^  14,443 

18,679 

11,672 

7,008 

Tangerines: 

1974/75   

399 

1,147 

1,147 

1,546 

1,546 

874 

1,153 

672 

1975/76   

393 

^  1,117 

'  1,127 

1,510 

1,520 

970 

1,138 

540 

1976/77   

382 

^  947 

'  947 

1,329 

1,329 

6  20 

1,080 

709 

1977/78   

249 

^  1,672 

^1,672 

1,960 

1,960 

1,336 

1,498 

624 

1978/79   

462 

'  1,384 

1,846 

1,105 

741 

'For  the  1978/79  season,  week  ending  August  18;  1977/78,  August  19;  1976/77,  August  13;  1975/76,  August  14;  1974/75, 
August  15.  These  respective  dates  include  data  through  the  37th  week  of  each  seasor:.  ^Includes  receipts  of  Florida  product  from 
nonmenbers  and  domestic  receipts  of  non-Florida  product.  '  Includes  domestic  receipts  of  non-Florida  product. 

Source:  Florida  Citrus  Processors  Association. 
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